
RAISING READERS THROUGH THE YEAR

First published by W
alker Books Ltd., 87 Vauxhall W

alk, London SE11 5H
J

C
opyright ©

 2008 by Lucy C
ousins   Lucy C

ousins font copyright ©
 2008 by Lucy C

ousins 
M

aisy
T

M. M
aisy is a registered tradem

ark of W
alker Books Ltd., London.Printed in C

hina
First U

.S. edition 2008  published by C
anlew

ick Press, 2067 M
assachusetts A

venue, 
C

am
bridge, M

A
 02140   A

ll rights reserved.   10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
Library of C

ongress C
atalog C

ard N
um

ber T
K

ISBN
 978-0-7636-3909-9

First published by Walker Books Ltd., 87 Vauxhall Walk, London SE11 5HJ
Copyright © 2008 by Lucy Cousins. Lucy Cousins font copyright © 2008 by Lucy Cousins

Maisy™. Maisy is a registered trademark of Walker Books Ltd.
All rights reserved.   First U.S. edition 2008.  

This edition published specially for  
Raising Readers 2011 by Candlewick Press

Published by Candlewick Press,  
99 Dover Street, Somerville, MA 02144

All rights reserved.  
Library of Congress Catalog  
Card Number 2007930680

11 12 13 14  CCP 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
Printed in Shenzhen, Guangdong, China

ISBN 978-0-7636-3909-9 (Candlewick trade edition)
ISBN 978-0-7636-6164-9 (Raising Readers edition)

  

visit us at www.candlewick.com

Make some animal noises 
with Maisy!
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At the age of  two, children are using two to three word 
sentences, so “predictable books”, (those with a repeated word 
or phrase) work really well. If  you have children who do not 
speak English at home, this repetition can help to make a book 
accessible to them. Toddlers also enjoy books with simple 
plots; this also helps if  you need to have books translated into 
their home language. Many books are available in languages 
other than English, check with your local library or on the 
Internet. Remember that children who do not speak English 
at home may go through a “silent” or “non-verbal” period 
at school. This can last up to a year and a half  for a toddler. 
Continue to talk and model language, using “self-talk” as you 
describe what you are doing. Just because the child may not 
speak to you does not mean s/he is not learning the language 
of  the classroom. 

Parent Tip

Oral Language: Second Language Development

2 years

2011

2010

Past 2-year Raising 
Readers books

Encourage parents to use their 
home language with the child 
in their home. Send translated 
versions of the books you have 
in your program home with 
families, or send wordless books 
and suggest that families tell the 
stories in their native language.

Other books with translations 
to share with this age group

La Oruga Muy Hambrienta (The Very Hungry Caterpillar in 
Spanish) by Eric Carle
Animal Colors in Arabic & English Brian Wildsmith
My First Bilingual Book (English/Vietnamese) Milet Publisher
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Bilingual children 
who do best in 
school are those 
who have had a 
strong ground-
ing in their home 
language.

–Tabors, 2008




